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| Jerusalem, (verse 46) that dwell at ber right hand”) 

—- | When these cities shall all be rebuilt they will have re- 

To the Kiev. J. W. 'turped to their formerestate. ‘* When thy sisters Sod- 

; ; om and her daughters‘shall return to their former estate,” 

Dear Sir, have been highly gratified in reading the | &c. verse 55. "Pray what was their former estate but 
rou hs i ss to put into my Pr 4m 

ns . Peg. - : ‘to be returned. ‘* And they shall [then] say, this land 

| that was desolate, is become like the garden of Eden; 
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different point of view from what | consider the true 


sense of scripture; and that is punishment in a future 
state, or the invisible world. To support your views of 
this subject you have quoted the case of the Sodoagites, 
Izekiel xvi from 53d to the end, and the case of the 


epirits in prison, 1 Peter tu. 


On these portions of scripture | wish to make a few | 
remarks, in order to set them in what I conceive to be! 
their proper light, and hope you will not consider me 
unkind, or unfriendly in so doing. I trust your Jove 
of the gospel disposes you to seek ifs true meaning.— 
The comforter is the spirit of truth which, alone, can | 
guide us into all truth. 

The first cose presented for comment, is that of the 
restoration of Sodom and her daughters. I wish to 
show you that Sodom, in respect both to its destruc- 
tion and restoration, is spoken of asacity. In Gen. 
xviii 24—32, we Gnd Abraham supplicating the Lord to 
ep ore the cily. In Lam. iv 6, the overthrow of Sodom, 
as in a moment, is spoken of asthe punishment of her 
tin. As the intreaties of Abraham, that the city might 
be spared. were not granted, tt was of course destroyed, 
as a city. In Mat. xi 23. Christ saye, ‘* For if the 
mighty works which have been done in thee [Caperna- 
un} had been done in Sedom, it would have remained 
uute this day.’ What would have remained unto that 
day? Ans. The city of Sodom. Not, surely, the peo 
, ie who mhehited the place af the Gime it was destroy- 
ed, for a period of almost 2000 years had elapsed. But. 
what Christ adds in the next verse you would probably 
nee to show that he spoke of the inhabitants, instead of 
the city. “Bat cay unto you that it shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom jn the day of judgment | 
than for thee." The words, ** shall be” lead some to; 
suppose that the inhabitants of Sodom are refered to; 
otherwise, say they, the intolerable condition of it, in 





_jand the waste, and desolate, and ruined cities, (Sodom 


' for one) are become fenced, and are inhabited.” Ezek. 
“xxxvi 35. 

| i thiak I have thus noted a enflicient number of cir- 
| cumstances, to show that the restoration of Sodom, as 
well as her judgment, has respect to her departed in- 
habitants in no shape whatever, but only to her as a 
city in the present state of existence. 

1 will now direct a few remarks to the case of the 
spirits in prison, 1 Peter iii 18 19 20. You will agree | 
with me that the preaching to those spirits in prison was | 
performed by Christ, after he was ‘* putto death in the) 
flesh and quickened by the spirit... To lead our minds | 
to a proper understanding of this subject, I would ob- 
serve, that I consider Christ to be the divine spirit, op- 
erating in and by man. That spirit was the efficient 
power in the performance of every spiritual act, as well 
in Jesus as an individual, as in the apostles as members 
of the same body. Christ is not without a body; and 
that body is here in the world, and always has been 
since the spirit was poured out on the day of Pente- 
cost, See Eph. iv 15 16, v 22—32. 1 Cor. xii 31. It 
is in this body alone that we know any thing about 
Christ. Jt is in this body that he has always preached. 
tle began thus to preach, after he was put to death (as 
an individual) in the flesh, on the day of Pentecost, 
Actsii. Jt was then, that *“*he went and preached to 
the spirits in prison, which once were disobedient, when 
the long suffering of God waited in the days of Noah ;” 
viz. This was in fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy of Isaiah, as in chapter 42, verse 6 7, **] the 
Lord have cailed thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand and will keep thee, and give thee for a cov- 
enant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles, to open 
the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the pri- 





the Gentiles, 





means that {ley (the Romans) are not alive here in this 
world. They were not in the flesh, [i. e. the law,} 
neither were (hey in the spirit, unless they had the spir- 
it of God in them; but they were perished without law, 
and were spirits in prison, They were dead in their 
sins, and in the uncircumcision of their fesh, For this 
cause was the gospel preached to them that were thus 
dead; that they might be judged, or condemned, ac- 
cording to men in the flesh, [Jews under the law] but 
live according to God in the spirit. 1 Peteriv 6. To 
suppore that Christ went to departed spirits, in a prison 
and preached to them, involves this insuperable diffical- 
ty, viz. that he preached to euch spirits only, as were 
disobedient in the time of Noah; and left all other de- 
parted spirits to remain in their prison without remedy. 
Why should he not have preached to the departed spir- 
its of those Jews who were disobedient in the time of 
Moses? To the spirits of the Sodomites, &c,? Why 
are the antediluvians particularised? Was Christ to 
partial as to preach to them, in the prison of hell, and 
them only? I dare say I have suggested enough. 
I subscribe your affectionate brother in Christ. 
J. Beetee, 

N. B. I request the editor of the Christian Reposi- 

tory, to insert the above. J. B. 
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Portland, April 21, 1822. 


Brother,—agreeably to your request of the 9th in- 
stant, I proceed to give you all information possible con- 
cerning the Union Prayer-meeting in this town. Sev- 
eral facts have occurred, since my last, which | believe 
will be highly interesting. The second meeting was 
held at the Rev. Mr, Ripley’s sanctuary, at which, an 
aged man, by the name of Cross, wha, I am told, is a 
preacher when abroad, opened the services by reading 
the 72d Psalm, singing and prayer. Not to be particu- 
lar, four others prayed in the meeting, and one man de- 
livered an exhortation, sensible, serious, and animated. 
Near the commencement of the meeting, Br. Ripley 


the day of judgment spoken of, is without meaning.—| son, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison-| made some liberal remarks, and gave the most unquali- 
But this judgment must, evidently, be of such a nature | house.”? By this prophecy we see that the Gentiles were | fied liberty for every one to use their freedom in prayer, 


as to apply to Capernaum as a city, and to Sodom as a} 
land. ** It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom, 
in the day of judgment, than for thee :”’ i. e. thee Caper- 
the city, and not the inhabitants of the same, 
The probable meaning is, that | 


naum : 
in a separate state. 
when Jerusalem should be compassed with armies, and 
the neighboring cities laid waste, Capernaum, which 
was one of those cities, would be in a more intolerable 
state, in consequence of its protracted snfferings, by 
famine & the sword,than Sodom was,when it was ‘‘over- 
thrown as ia a moment; or else a more intolerable 
one than the land of Sodom should then be in, although 
it would be still inveloped in flames, ‘There is no doubt 
but that Jerusalem and the countries round about suf- 





in prison. it was the Gentile world who were disobe- | 
dient in the time of Noah. Christ weat by the spirit, | 
to the Gentiles, after he was put to death in the flesh, | 
and not before. He declared, before, that ke was not | 
sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. He! 


| went to them, by the spirit, to bring them out of prison; | 


“that they might be judged according to men in the! 
flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.” When} 
he went to them they were dead. They ‘* sat in the; 
region and shadow of death.» You may suppose the | 
expression, ** tbat they might be judged according to | 
men in the flesh,’? shows that they had departed this 
But the flesh is the Jaw; and as the Gentiles had 
To prove that 


life. 
not the law they were not in the flesh. 


fered more, in the judgment inflicted by the Roman ar-|the flesh is the law, see Rom. vii 5, ** For when we 
my, and the cruelties practived among themselves, by | were in the flesh, [i. e. the law] the motions of sin, 
the factions, than they would have done by a momen- | which were by the law,” &c. verse 6th, ** But now we 
tary copflagation. It was a day of tribulation, snch as|are delivered from the law, [flesh] that being dead,” 
never was, nor ever shall be, according to the prophecy | &c. Chapter 8th. ‘* But ye are not in the flesh, but 
of Christ, as well as the subsequent history. in the spirit,” &c. You will not suppose, that when 

Lastly, the resforation of Sodom is spoken of as a | the apostle says, ** when we were in the flesh,”* he is to 
city. ‘* When I shall bring again their captivity, the | be understood as having now departed this life, and so 
captivity of Sodom and her daughters,” &c, Ezck. xvi | is speaking from the invisible world ; nor that when he 
53. Sodom and her daughters is the younger sister of| says, “‘ ye are not in the flesh, but in the” si,” he 





or exhortation, for the out-pouring of God’s spirit in the 
conviclion and conversion of sinners. It affords me sat- 
isfaction to be able to state, that every thing was con- 
ducted, as far as I could discover, as becometh men, 
professing holiness. The prayers expressed the deepest 
concern for poor, perishing sinners, and evinced be- 
yond a doubt, that if the supplicant possessed the 
means of Him who was devoutly addréssed, he would 
prevent their final ruin. I could not but feel confident 
that as long as their petitions were dictated by a be- 
nevolent disposition, they would be heard of Him, who 
is good unto all and whose tender mercies are over all 
his worke. Truly, my brother, J shouted in spirit, that 
fellow-christians should remember their fellow-sinners 
in prayer to Almighty God ; and I cannot but indulge 
the fond hope, that my gratitude is recorded in the 
book of his remembrance. Having witnessed the op- 
position which these different denominations have here- 
tofore maintained against each other, and especially, 
the Calvinists aud Methodists, the cup of my rejoicing 
was full and running over, when I saw them promiscu- 
ously assemble, and reciprocally implore the tenderest 
mercies of Heaven upon each other, without respect to 
names or denominalions. It was painfully pleasing to 
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find them willing to acknowledge before God, and in a 
public meeting, the great reason they had to be asham- 
ed of their past conduct, in neglecting and opposing 
each other, on account of different sentiments. 1 most 
cordially agree with them, that their divisions and con- 
tentions have dishonored the religion of Jesus, and with 
them do most heartily pray, that we may witness a 
speedy and lasting reformation. 

But-alas! the next page of my journal] contains a cir- 
cumstance, wholly incompatible with the avowed ob- 
ject of the meeting. It pains me to be under the ne- 
cessity, in justice to the great majority of those who as- 
semble at those mectings, to record the conduct of one 
man, as an exception to that kind and condescending 
spirit, which had previously characterised them. 
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will exercise forbearance and gentlendéss. Your an- 
ewer will be gratefully received. 
RUSSELL STREETER, 


Rey. BARZILLAI STREETER. 
— eo? ( ) CO 
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4 CONVERSATION 
between a Universalist and an Arminian. 
4. } am sorry friend, that you have fallen in with 
the dangerous systein of Universalism. 
U. How dangerous, sir? 





On the 14th, we were to assemble at Dr. Payson’s 
church ; and 1 went to a pew in which I had previous- | 
Jy been requested to take a seat, whenever I found it | 
convenient. But a man within, prevented my opening | 


the pew-door, and in a hurried voice, said | should nét! go on in sin egeinst God, and men, if you were assured | Paul says, he was 
Looking more closely, | found it to; that God designed your eternal holiness and happiness? | thing. 


have a seat there. 
be the Rey. Dr. Payson, whose hand opposed me, See-| 
ing there were but two in the pew, |! thought I might, 
be mistaken ; but finding | was right, asked the Dr. if; 
that was Mr. K.’s pew. He said, it was not. His| 
answer was at best a play upon words; as the 

man had hired three seats in the pew of Mr. Payson. 
However, one of his church politely asked me to take. 
aseat with him in the next, in which was the Rev. Mr. | 
Taylor, a Methodist, who, [ believe, kindly opened the | 
door for me to come in, and did not feel too holy to set | 
with a sinner. The services commenced with singing ; 
four devout prayers were made, and they concluded, 
by singing an bymn and christian dexology; which I 
find to be a uniform practice. 

I was disappointed, to besure, at the supremacy «* 
Dr. Payson, and felt sorry that he should be the first to | 
interrupt the harmony of the meeting; but I did not 
suffer it to spoil my religious devotions. Fortunately, 
I recollected he was nothing more than a man, and of 
like passions with others, and would doubtless be sorry, 
in a moment of calm reflection, that his conduct read 
to the eye of the assembly, ‘‘ Stand by thyself; come 
not near me; 1 am holier than thov.” That he did 
not fee} satisfied with himself is evident, because he 
spake to me after meeting, and before those who were 
near us had left the house, and wished to explain his 
motive, in forbidding my taking a seat, as usual. It 
gave rise to conversation which will probably be pub- 
lished, with remarks, in my next Intelligencer. The 
Dr. said he had nothing against me as a man; but, 
believed I was a deceiver, and my hands were s!ained 
with the blood of immorial souls. But considering 
from whence it came, | was not offended, in the least ; 
nor have I since felt like bringing against him, a railing 
accusation. The truth is, he has been so long demi- 
deified by most of his people, that he is excuseable in 
exhibiting a degree of supremacy, which we expect in 
those of similar holiness. When the Dr. finds he is 
only a man, he will treat others accordingly ; and that 
that time is not distant is angered by his condescending 
to unite with those, whom he has formerly treated with 
contempt. Calvinism has struck her colors to the Me- 
thodists, and, by an awkward figure of speech, may be 
said to be upon ity knecs, in this town. Lhope the 
Dr.’s friends will not fee] too much wounded at his con- 
@uct, as 1 heartily forgive his crror,and pray he may 
never again digress so far, both from the gentleman and 
the christian. Yesterday perving, the meeting was at 
the 3d Parish Chape), and perfectly harmonious.. 

1 am astonished that the Union Meeting in your town, 
js confinéd to Calvinists ; the letter which I beard read, 
did not so represent it. J do fervently pray, brother, 
that you may witness, in Salem, a friendly union of all 
orders, 

I believe there is not one to fifty in this town, that 
justify the conduct of Mr. Payson; and! hope you 
will never be compelled to witness a circumstance like 





A I think it must tend to licentiousness. [f wicked 


men embrace the opinion, that all will be saved, they 


will not care how bad they behave. 
U Do you think, sir, that you should be induced to 


4 I hope, as the goodness of God leadeth to repen- 
tanee, that I should not take liberty myself to go on in 
sin. But 1 fear others would. 

U Then you think, that you are a betfer man than 


others. You have more charity for yourseif, than for 
other men. Whence arises this good opinion of your- 
self ?. 


A To be sure, sir, |] dm better, end do better than | 


others. I do not curse and swear, and drink to excess, 
and commit a thousand other bad deeds, of which mul- 
titudes are guilty. 

U Did you ever in any instance covet another's 
property? Paul said, he had not known lust, sir, ex- 
cept the law had said, thou shalt not covet. When the 


law or commandment came, sin revived and he died. 
So we read, every mouth shall be stopped and the) 


whole world shall become guilty before God. For all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. Can 
you think that your good deeds wili recommend you to 
the favor of God, while you have done so many evil 
deeds ? 

A Most certainly. lexpcct that my virtuous and 
faithful conduct, will recommend me fo God’s mercy ; 
while the vicious and wicked conduct of others, wil! 
sink them into everlasting misery. 

U Wow came you, sir, to do so much hetter than 


other men ; so that you hope to be admitted to endless: 


joy, while others sink to endless misery ? 

A God made man upright, and endowed him with 
power to do good, or to do evil, as he should choose. 
He sets before him life and death. Now, if he will not 
obey his voice, and walk in his ways, he shall be cast 
into hell forever. I hope, I have done right ; or at least 
I have not done so bed as others. 

U You remind me, sir, of a certain man, of whom 
Jesus spake, who went up into the temple to pray, who 
thanked God, that he was not like other men; whom 
our Saviour represents as exalting himself, and who 
should be abased. Did you never commit a sin, sir? 

A ldo not pretend to be perfect. 
merciful | trust he will pardon my sin, 
wy good deeds, for Christ’s sake, 

U Then you think, sir, that your good deeds will 
outweigh your evil deeds, so as to induce God to save 
you, from endiess misery, and raise you to eternal glo- 
ry. But the evil deeds of others, will outweigh their 
good deeds; so that they must lie down in never-end- 
ing pain and sorrow. Is this rewarding men according 
to their works? 4 

A Lhope God will forgive my sin, and accept of my 
good works for Christ’s sake. 

U What have you done, sir, which you think de- 
serves such a great reward, as eternal glory, which will 
counter-balance all your evil deeds, and prevent your 
endless misery ? 

4 I pray to God to forgive my sins, and J aim to do 
right as far as I am able. 


3ut as God Is 








that I have mentioned ; but if you do, I doubt not you 


and accept of 


- 


U I believe, in keeping God’s commands there ‘6 
great reward, But do you not set too high a value 
upon your doings, to think that eternal life, can be 


pur- 
chased by them ? 


You will admit that it was God who 
enabled you to do them; and must he now give you 
never-ending happiness as a reword for them? How 
have you rewarded God for all the mercies bestowed 
vpon you? Will your poor imperfect services pay for 
all God’s mercies, satisfy for all your sins, and procure 
}an incorruptible inheritance ? 





-@ ' have worked hard, and have procured the mer. 
I have no reason to think God 
; would have given them ta me, if | had not been indus. 
trious. God blesses our exertions, not our idleness. 


| cies I have enjoyed. 


| U But, sir, do you not consider your health, privi- 
| leges and opportunities, as so many mercies of God?— 
Yea, do you not consider, your disposition, imelination, 
temper, habits, or will or choice to do good, as the gifts 


of God? What have we, that we have net received? 





not suficient of himsclf to think any 
And that by the grace of God, he was, what he 
was. ° 


4 1 think we must do our duty, if we would be ac- 
cepted of God. For he condemns the wicked. 
U Can you suppose, sir, that you have really merited 
What equal- 
lity, between your whole account of good works, and 
j eternal life ? 





a beaven of glory, by your good works? 


A whole life of good works, seems but a 
few drops to the ocean of never-ending blessedness. 1 
| prant an infinite God of love may give a creature such 
lan immense blessing. But it is too great to be merited 
ly our imperfect obedience. 

-2 True. Endless blessedness is inconceivably greut. 
11 do not think, that I can merit such afavor. But God 


| has graciously promised it, to the obedient. 





U’ How much good must you do, to secure euch a 
blessing-? 


For, | think, you suppose all rational crea- 
jtures do some good thiogs, yet many of them wil! be 
cast into never-ending misery, because they did no 
more. 

Al We must do all the good we can, I-cannoi tell 
how much, 

U Then you cannot be certain or assured, that you 
}ehall not yourself be doomed to the unquenchable fire, 
| which you profess to believe will be the portion of mul- 
{tudes of mankind, in another state of existence. 
| 4} confess I have sinned against God, in numerous 
instances, but | hope to repent, and obtzin forgiveness 
through Christ, if I bave not already. 

U Can you number your evil thoughts, words, and 
actions? Can you number the mercies you have mis- 
improved or abused? Can you number the moments 
you have spent in an unwise and unprofitable manner? 
Can you number the evil passions, of pride, envy, cov- 
etousness ; anger, wrath, malice, and numerous others, 
which you are conscious, have been in your heart, since 
you were born? 

4 Who can understand his errors? I pray God to 
cleanse me from secret faults. We must pray, God be 
merciful to us sinners. 

U Do you suppose that such prayers makes the great 
difference, between the saved and the doomed? You 
admit that all have sinned. Hence all are condemned 
by the law. ‘Now, sir, how can some rise to endless 





glory, while others sink to endless misery? Suppose a 


tance save him at last? 

A Certainly. If he truly repente, I suppose, he will 
‘be forgiven. But the prophet asks, **can the Ethio- 
pean change his skin, or the Leopard his spots? then 
may they, who are accustomed to do evil, learn to de 
well.” This representation supposes it to be very dif-, 
ficult, for an old sinner, who is hardened in iniquity, to 
repent. I think, there is but a small chance for such 
to be saved. 

U | think s0 too, sir, if sinners are to be saved by 
their good works. But if they can be saved by the 








grace of God, then he who-has muck forgiven, will love. 


person spends his days iu a sinful course, will repens - 
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much. But if sinners are to be saved, by t 
wosks, then, they make themselves to difies 
But if they are saved 


‘ 


from oth- 


ers, and have whereof to glory. 


by grace, then God must have the glory of their salva-: 


tion. 

A True. 
must be all the glory of the sinner’s salvation. 

U But, sir, if you expect to obtain endless blesse d- 
ness, while others suffer to all eternity, either God 
or yourself must turn the scale, or make the difference. 
Now you do not suppose that God, has chosen some to 
eternal life, while he leaves others to eternal death. — 
Of course, you must suppose that you ere saved by 
your own exertions or good works. Hience you ought 
to give yourself the glory of making you to differ from 
those whom you believe will be endlessly miserable, 

A You remember, sir, that Christ says, that he who 
gives a cup of water to a disciple of his, shall not lose 
his reward. Was not thie reward eternal life ? 

U You have now found an easy way to heaven.— 
But have you, sir, made sure of heaven by this means? 

4A | have no assurance. I may fall away and perish 
everlastingly. 

U7 I should fear you would, were it not that | believe 
Christ will have compassion on the ignorant and those 
who are out of the way. 1 should dispair of salvation, 
for all men, were it not that God reigns, and has pro- 
mised his Son the heathen for his inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for his possession. 

A I think, it will not do to trust too much in the 
mercy of God. We must be faithful even unto death, 
if we would obtain a crown of life. 

U Permit me to ask you one question more before 
Do you think that sin is an infinite evil ? 

" How can a finite creature do an infi- 


Not unto us, not unto us, but to Cod 


we part. 

24] do not. 
nife act? 

'’ How then, sir, can you believe in endless misery ? 
Surely if sin is not an infinite evil, it cannot deserve an 
infinite punishment. Heuce not endless. How then, 
can you consider it just with God, whose ways are 
equ i, to banish a sonl to never-ending torments, for 
many finite offences, which fall infinitely short of ing- 
nite? SELK TROTH. 
= 0 Oe 
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Messrs. Editors,—In your paper of the 27th ult. your 


correspondent J, B*4&*** has attempted to do away the | 


force of my arguments, in a former communication re- 
lating to John iv 35, and Mat. xiii 599. He asserts that 
all the pRoo® he discovers in my ‘** communication,” 
is my ‘*simple assertion”? that they are not the same. 


Lie also denies the declaration of our Saviour himself, | 


viz. *“* there are yet four months and then cometh har- 
vest.”? Now it is very apparent to my mind, and must 
be to the mind of every one, who reads understanding- 
ly —that the senTIMENT of this passage is to be attri- 
buted to the disciples themselves ; but that the declar- 


ation, or utterance of the language proceeded from the | 


mouth of our Saviour. 
to the 34th verse of the 4th chapter of John, by which 
he attempts to prove my argument fallaciows—in rela- 
tion to the death of our Saviour. It is readily admitted 
that his ** meat was to do the will of his Father’ in 
heaven; and | think it must be as readily conceded, 
that (asin conclusion ef verse 34) he was to Finisu 
that work; which words evidently relate to Lis cruci- 
fixion. 

ta one of my numbers on future punishment, I ad- 
duced the parable of the tares, as an argument in favor 
of that belief. It is a representation of the end of the 
world, (kosmos,) whereas in John iv 35, which you 
quoted and dwell upon so much, nothing is said re- 
specting the end of the world, or of dividing the good 
from the bad. It is altogether a different subject, and 


heir good, 


ido not deny that the words harvest and fields (Theris- 


_jfrom the Greek word kosmos. 


Yoor correspondent has alluded | 


foreign to the argument you would wish to establish. I 


mos and choras) literally translated, read the same in 
both places—but this is not the fact for which we are 
contending. 

You assert that in Mat. xiii 38, where Christ says the 
field (choras) is the world, and the harvest the end of 
it, that, the word werld is from the Greek aionos ; | 





) would beg leave to evrree? you in this particular; and 
| only observe, that if ] know any thing of the language, 
lit is in the SGth verse of this chapter rendered world 
In the 39th and 40th 
| verses, the Greek word aionos occurs instead of kosmos, 
| which is frequently, in other places in the New Testa- 
ment, translated world, and very properly so. Also, in 
the 49th verse of this chapter, the word world is ren- 
i dered from the Greek aionos. Ithink there can be no 
doubt, but what the words translated world, from aion- 
os, in this parable mean the same, as the word kosmos, 
As it is used in 


with which the parable is introduced, 





Ithe 33th verse, it is nsed figuratively, and means no 
| more or less, than mankind existing on this terrestrial 
}globe. it is also used siguratively in the 39th, 40th, 
and 49th verses of the same chapter ;—From a consid- 
eration of these premises, | am induced to believe, that 
no connexion in the meaning can be reasonably recon- 
ciled with the passages from John, quoted by you, with 
those in the parable of the tares in Matthew siii. 

My other ayocations will prevent a continuance of | 
this argument, which | hope will not be attributed to a 
disinclifation to pursue it, or that I undervalue the in- 


genuous essays of my respected correspondent * J. BY 
JUSTITIA, 





Excess.—The excesses of our youth sre draughts 
upon our old age, payable with intcrest about 30 years 
after date. 
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RESTORATIONIST. 
We-would direct the attention of Restorationist to 
|theee sentences in his Jast communication, which con- 
| vey erroneous ideas. 

Ist. After stating the reasons of his and his friends? 
choice of * Reslorationist? for their signature, he says, 
‘“* We were perfectly indifferent to what signature they 
should choose to write under; nor did we anticipate 
that ours would be deemed exceptionable with them.” 
This, we smppose, intimates that his opponents had ob- 
jections against the word Resforationis/, as a signature. 
No such objections have been expressed, and, we pre- 
sume, none felt. "1. Ballou has imdeed called on the 
framers of the Proposals; but he has not called on them 
to change their signature, but to gire their real names. 

<u. He says, ‘* But it seems that on this account we 
| ure charged of being ashamed of ourcause.”” We sup- 
pose that this intimates that they had been thus charg- 
ed in the Magazine. ‘The truth is, they never have 
been thus charged of being ashamed of the doctrine of 
fulure punishment. H. Ballon, indeed, said he was 
confident ‘* that the opinion which they entertained of 
their honor, would never let them see any good reasons 
why their real names should be given to the public, as 
authors of the proposals.” He did not intimate that 
they were ashamed to be known as believers in fulure 
punishment, but as authorsof the proposals published 
in the Magazine of March 16th. 

3d. He says, ** I did think, and do still hope that Hi. 
Ballou is not thus trifling with the subject from a con 
viction that his evidence is incompetent to be weighed 
in the balance with ours in the mind cf an imp=rtial 














public.” Here it ts taken for granted that H. Ballou 


is certainly trifling with the subject, whether he does so 
from a ‘** conviction,” &c. or from some other motive; 
and moreover, by ‘the subject,’ we suppose Restora- 
tionist means the subject of fature punishment. He 
even prete ods to be uncertain whether this trifling of 
H. Ballou’s is not caused by a conviction that his evi- 
dence is incompetent to the support of his cause. If 
Restorationist will show us that he did not mean all 
this, in the above quoted sentence, we shall rejoice; 
for on one moment’s reflection, he himself will remem- 
ber that in all H, Ballou has written concerning the 
proposals, there is not a word of /rifling on the subject 
of future punishment. We would here observe, that in 
the proposals there was one sentence which suspended 
the honorableness and sincerity of the disbelievers of 
future punishment, on the condition of their accepting 
the terms there offered; and in his first answer to H. 
Ballou, Restorationist intimates that he is both dishon- 
orable and insincere, because he will not ** defend his 
cause against any signature.” H. Ballou never has 
refused thus to defend his sentiments; he bas refused 
only to accept certain terins that were proposed. These 
assumptions and insinuations were unbecoming. 

And now, if we have made the least mistake or mis- 
representation in any one of those three particulars we 
have named, we earnestly request Restorationist to 
show us wherein; if we have not, we must proceed to 
ask him to discontinue for the future all communica- 
tions on the subject of the proposals. 

And we must also ask thé same of all our correspon- 
dents, for the following reason: It can be of no service 
to the public to witness a dispute merely about the 
METHOD which Restorationist proposed, of managing 
the subject of future punishment. 

While we thus announce our resolution to exclude 
all communications concerning those proposals, we 
would state explicitly, to prevent misconstruction, that 
our columns will remain open, as heretofore, for the ad- 
taission of communications on the doctrine of future 
punishment. 

As the senior Editor of the Magazine has been con- 
cerned in the contrgyersy with Restorationist, the sub- 
scribers consider fies duty to acknowledge them- 
selves the authors of the foregoing remarks; and to 
hold themselves responsible for the resolution just an- 
HOSEA BALLOU, 2d. 
THOMAS WHITTEMORE, 
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nounced. 


To Readers and Correspondents. 


Mr. Jacob Tidd is informed that his communication 
is too exceptionable to be admitted. 
‘ Allan’ is received, and will appear in our next pa- 


per. 
‘ Peter’ is received, and will be published in the next 
Magazine. 
Erratum. In our last paper, 3d page, Ist line of the 


Ist column, where it reads, *‘ The’conduct of men im- 
partially shows,’ &c. should read, ** The conduct of 
men invariably shows,’ &c. 








MARRIED, 

In this City.—By Rev. Mr. Lowell, Mr. Anson Dex- 
ter to Miss Sarah Brigham. . 

By Rev. Mr. Wiley, Mr. Samuel] F, White, formerly 
of Lancaster, to Miss Elizabeth G. Hubbard, of this 
city. 

In Sturbridge, Mass.—Mr. Caleb Wells, jr. to Miss 
Mary Turner, daughter of Rev. Edward Turner, of 
Charlestown. 
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DIED, 

In this City.—Mr. Ephraim Beaman, aged $2 ;—Mr. 
Larrabee Edes, 73 ;—Nathanie] Jackson, eldest son of: 
Mr. Nath. Parkman, 7. 

In Roxbury.—Capt. Nathanie] Snow, 40. 

In Cambridge.—-Mrs. Mary Jennison, 90. 








Just Received and for Sale at this Office, 
A SERMON preached before the First Universalist: 
Society in Providence, R. 1, on the Evening of the 
2d Wednesday of October, 1821, by Faxztrte Mace. 
Price 12 1-2 cents. 
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POET’S CORNER. 
SELECTED. 


A HYMN, 


FOR FAMILY WORSHIP...BY H, K. WHITE. 





O Lord, another day is flown, 
And we, a lonely band, 

Are met once more before thy throne, 
To bless thy fostering hand. 


And wilt thou lend a listening ear, 
To praises low as ours? 

Thou wilt! for thou dost love to hear 
The song which meekness pours. 


- * * * * * 


O let thy grace perform its part, 
And let contention cease, 

And shed abroad, in every heart, 
Thine everlasting peace. 


Thas chasten'd, cleans’d, entirely thine, 
A flock by Jesus led ; 

The Sun of Holiness shall shine, 
In glory on our head. 


And thou wilt turn our wand’ring feet, 
And thou wilt bless our way ; 

Till worlds shall fade, and faith shall greet 
The dawn of lasting day. 





= 





OBJECTIONS TO UNITARIAN CHRISTIAN- 
ITY CONSIDERED, 
(Continued from page 167.) 

5. Another objection urged against us, is, that our 
system does not produce as much zeal, seriousness, and 
piety as other views of religion. This objection it is 
difficult to repel, except by lauguage which will seem to 
be a boasting of ourselves. When expressed in plain 
language, it- amounts to this—‘* We ‘Trinitarians and 
Calvinists are better and more pious than you Unita- 
riams, and consequently our system is more scriptural 
than yours.” Now assertions of this kind do not strike 
us as very modest and humble, and we believe, that 
truth does not require us to defend it by setting our 
piety above that of our neighbors. —This, however, we 
would say, that if our zeal and devotion are faint, the 
fault is our own, not that of ourdoctrine. We are sure 
that our views of the Supreme Being are incomparably 
more affecting and attractive, than those which we op- 
pose. Itis the great excellence of our system, that it 
exalis God, vindicates his paternal attributes, and ap- 
peals powerfully to the ingenuous principles of love, 
gratitude and veneration ; and when we compare it 
with the doctrines which are epread around us, which 
mace God a despot, and religion an offering of abject 
fear, we feel that of all men we are most inexcusable, 
ifa filial piety do not spring up and grow strong in our 
hearts. - 

Perhaps it may notbe difficult to suggest some caus- 
. es for the charge, that our views do not favour serious- 
ness and zeal. One reason probably is, that we inter- 
pret with much rigor those precepts of Christ, which 
forbid ostentation, and enjoins modesty and retirement 
in devotion. We dread a showy religion. We are dis- 
gusted with pretensions to superior sanctity, that stale 
and vulger way of building up a sect. We believe that 
true religion gpeaks in actions more than in words, and 
manifests its€If chiefly in the common temper and life ; 
in giving up the passions to God’s authority, in inflexi- 
ble uprightness and truth, in active and modest charity, 
in candid judgment, and‘in patience under trials and 
injuries. We think it no part of piety to publish its 
fervers, but prefer a deligacy in regard to these secrets 
of the soul; and hence, to those persons, who think 


: denominations,—and we freely confess, that we would 


universal benevolence of God is so Grn:ly established, 





that religion is to be worn conspicuously and spoken of 
passionately, we may seem cold and dead, when, per- | 
haps, were the heart uncovered, it might be seen to be 
“* alive to God,” as truly as their own. 
Again it is one of our principles, flowing necessarily ' 
from our views of God, that religion ia cheerful; that 
where its natural tendency is not obstructed by false 
theology, or a gloomy temperament, it opens the heart 
to every pure and innocent pleasure. We do net think, 
that piety disfigures its face, or wraps itself in a funeral ) 
pall as its appropriate garb. Now too many conceive 
of religion as something solemn, sad, and never to be 
named but with an altered tone and countenance ; and | 
where they miss these imagined signs of piety, they can | 
hardly believe that a sense of God dwells in the heart. 
Another cause of the error in question, we believe to 
be this. Our religious system absolntely excludes tho<e 
overwhelming terrors and transports, and those sudden 
ehanges of the charaeter, which many think essential to | 
piety. We do not believe in shaking and disordering | 
wen’s understandings by excessive fear, as a prepara- 
tion for supernatural grace and immediate conversion. | 
This we regard as a dreadful corruption and degrada- 
tion of religion. Religion, we believe, is a gradual and 
rational work, beginning ordinarily in education, con- 
firmed by reflexion, growing by regular use of christian 
means, ai] advancing silently to perfection. Now, be- 
cause we specify no time when we were overpowered 
and created anew by irresistible impulse; because we 
relate no agonies of despair succeeded by miraculous 
light and joy, we are thought by some to be strangers | 
to piety—how reasonably let the judicious determine. 
Once more ; we are thought to want zeal, because 
our principles forbid us to use many methods for spread- 





ing them, which are common with other christians.— 
Whilst we value highly our peculiar views, and look to 
them for the best fruits of piety, we still consider our- 
selves as bound to think charitably of those who doubt 
or deny them; and with this conviction, we cannot en- | 
force them with that vehemence, positiveness, and style 
of menace, which constitute much of the zeal of certain 





on no account exchange our charity for their zeal ; and 
we trust that the time is near, wher he, who holds 
what he deems truth with lenity and forbearance, will 
be accounted more pious than he who compasses sea 
and land to wake proselytes to his sect, and * shuts 
the gate of mercy’’ on all who will not bow their under- 
standings to his creed. —We fear, that in these remarks 
we may have been unconsciously betrayed into a self- 
exalting spirit. Nothing could have drawn them from 
us, but the fact, that a very common method of oppos- 
ing our sentiments is to decry the piety of those who 
adoptthem. After all, we mean not fo deny our great 
deficiencies. We have nothing to boast before God, 
although the cause of trnth forbids us to submit to the 
censoriousness of our bretbren. 
(To be continued.) 
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Extract of a letter from Mr, John Winn, of Urbana, 
Ohio, to the Publisher of the Universalist Magazine. 


**] have no doubt (from the things that are seen, and 
from the scriptures»of truth) in the final holiness and 
happiness of al) maykind,—1 believe that God will per- 
form all his promises, and that in the dispensation of the 
fulness of times, he wili gather together in one, all 
things in Chrisi, both which are in heaven, and which 
are onearth, even in him. Indeed the doctrine of the 


by such a cloud of respectable witnesses, that there is 
nothing in scripture or reason to induce us to look at 
the second death and stagger at the promises of God 
through unbelief, and { further believe that the serpent 





with a)! his wisdom could not invent a doctrine more | 


degrading to the character of the Almighty, and more 
opposite to his true character, than the doctrine of end- 
less damnation. There are, | suppose, upwards of for- 


ity persons within 12 or 15 miles of the Pretty Prarie, 


where I reside, that are of the Abrahamic faith, but they 
are not collected in a church capacity : On the Prarie 
there is a Meeting-house free for the use of all chris- 
tians, but we have no preacher of our faith: it is true 
there are several who call themselves preachers of the 
gospel, but it is difficult to believe that the Lord has 
sent them, as they do not preach his gospel. 

‘* In searching the scriptures, | have been led to believe 
from the following passages of God’s word, that man is 
composed of an immortal] spirit, and a sou! and body 
that are mortal, the passages are these, Ps. Ixxxix 48. 
xvi 10, Acts ii 31. Ezekiel xviii 4. Heb. iv 12. 
| Thes. v 23. I have also believed that the second 
death would have power over those that die in their 
sins, from John v 28 29. Rev. xx 615. Heb. xii 6 7 
8. Rom. ii6. Ezekiel xvi 59 63, and 2 Cor. v 10, 
but I have no idea of punishment lasting longer than 
time, or day and night, I believe it will be for the good 
of the punished, and not more grievous than the righte- 
ous suffer in this life for similar transgressions. I have 
likewise believed that the Lord Jesus Christ will de- 
scend in the same manner that he ascended, and reign 
on this earth, and that those who have part in the first 


| resurrection, will reign with him a thousand years ; that 


the employment of some of them will be to fly in the 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
to them that dweil on the earth, and to every nation, 


| kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud 


voice fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of 
his judgment is come, &c. 
the foundation of my opinion, Acta: 9. 
Zach. xiv and Rev. xiv. I have never had ah oppor- 
tunity of perusing any of the numbers of the Universal 
ist Magazine until a few day since, and have not dis- 


The following passages are 
Rev. xx 4. 


covered in any of those that I have read, any (hing re- 
specting those things on which | want information, and 
know of no opportunity of obteining any, except it be 
through the medinm of the Magazine, theretore | beg 
that you wouid give me your opinion on (he scriptures 
before mentioned.—1! am wonderfully pleased with the 
Magazine which | am constrained to believe will prove 
more effectual in conveying the true knowledge of God, 
than any thing of the kind [ have ever seen, or heard cf, 
And may the Lord, the God of Israel, give the authors 
and friends of it, such wisdom and understanding in his 
word, that none of their adversaries may be able to 
gainsay or resist.” 
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To the Rev. H. Ballou. 

Messrs. Editors, —Permit a question to be asked, 
which is as important as the good estate of a soul fitted 
to enjoy the society of holy beings in heaven to ali 
eternity. , 

Mr. Ballou, it is written in Romans, ‘* Now if any 
man have not the spirit of Christ—he is none of his.” 
Now, sir, nothing is more plain than that all men have 
not the spirit of Christ. They live and die, in such @ 
manner, that the greatest stretch of charity cannot ac- 
knowledge, that the spirit of Jesus reins in their mortal 
bodies. Now, sir, can you prove that the act of death 
will purge the conscience from dead works to serve ihe 
living God? Can you prove that the means of salva- 
tion will be applied to any man after this state of trial? 
If you can—please to do it in the next paper—in a 
short way ae possible, and oblige A READER. 





Few copies of ** A Sermon, delivered at Lisle, N. 

Y. Lord’s Day, Jan. 3, 1819, by the Rev. Thomas 
Gross,” are .received and for sale at this office,—price 
12 1-2cents. Text, Mat. xxv 46, ‘*And these shall ge 
away into everlasting punishment.” 
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